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king happened to play on the fiat roof of the palace with a
ball of silver, which ran to the brink of the parapet and fell
through an aperture into the cave.    The young prince then
climbed over the parapet, and descended into the cave,
where he found the ball; he was, however, unable to regain
his former position.    His mother, who had become aware
of the dangerous plight of her son, stood below with out-
stretched arms, ready to catch him in case he should fall
Meanwhile a servant quickly made his appearance on the
roof, pulled the boy up, and thus rescued him.    The hands
of the lady, however, remained outstretched, and became so
stiffened that all the efforts of the physicians to reduce
them to their natural state remained fruitless.     In this
emergency Behruz was consulted, and his advice was this :
' If your majesty will permit, I can easily cure this dis-
temper now;   but if it be allowed to  take  root, it  will
become incurable.'    The king assented, and both entered
the harem.   Behriiz first ordered the countenance and the
hair of the lad.y to be uncovered, but as this proceeding
caused no visible effect, lie commanded  the robe to  be
taken from her body; and this operation likewise made no
impression upon the patient.     Then  Behim exclaimed:
'Open the knot of her scarf!' and when the unfamiliar
hand of a stranger   touched   that   spot,  the lady sud-
denly dropped both her hands to secure her girdle, and the
cure was perfect.     The  king, pleased with this  happy
result, presented magnificent gifts to Behruz, and desired
to know the reason of his method.    Behruz replied : ( This
disease   originated   from   sudden   grief,   in   consequence
whereof a heavy substance descended into the joints at the
moment the hands were uplifted, and kept them immov-
able ; when, however, the hand of a stranger touched an
improper spot of the body, the feeling of shame prevailed,
and the natural heat having overcome arid melted the said
substance, the joints recovered their pristine  elasticity,'
The king exclaimed: ' Allah be praised, who has vouchsafed
to bring me in contact with so excellent a man as you arc,
and I really do not know how to reward you/   After this